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Background

• Clams live in the subaqueous soil
• We are striving to understand affects 

of various soil properties on clams

What about what WE do to the soil?



Effect of Farming on Soil?

• Inside the bag, clams burrow down 
into soil.

• When the bag is removed, so to is 
some of the soil.

• What happens next?



• When we remove a bag, is there a 
depression left?

• If so, does the depression fill with 
sediment?

• What is the resultant composition 
of the new soil?

• How might intensity of farming 
affect this?

What Happens Post-Harvest?



• Compare/contrast subaqueous soils 
at high and low density

• Compare to adjacent un-farmed
• Continue soil/landscape inventory

Objectives



Previous Work

• Spatial inventory of Dog Island soil 
and bathymetry



Soil Elevation
(Bathymetry)

1.5 ft NAD88

-6.5 NAD88

High Elevation

Low Elevation



Soil Organic
Matter

4%

0.5%

High OM

Low OM



Soil Particle
Size (%Clay)

5%

1%

High Clay

Low Clay



What Can You Do?

• Please speak with Leslie if you are 
interested in helping us learn how 
to best maximize the land for 
aquiculture.

• Say hi.  We really have enjoyed our 
conversations with you over the 
years ☺

Soil science serves agriculture,
so we are here to serve you.


