
Aquaculture Leasing Process





Where do I find shellfish harvest area 
information and maps? 

Visit the Division’s SHA webpage: FDACS.gov/Business-
Services/Aquaculture/Shellfish-Harvesting-Area-Classification





Where do I find shellfish harvest area information 
and maps? 

OR you can also call a Division regional field office:
Region Office Location Phone #

Western Gulf Coast Panama City 850-236-2200

Central Gulf Coast Apalachicola Bay 850-653-8317

Big Bend Cedar Key 352-543-5181

Southern Gulf Coast Port Charlotte 941-613-0954

Atlantic Coast Melbourne 321-984-4890

We also strongly recommend that you join the Division’s SHA 
notification listserv. By joining, you will automatically be 

notified of changes in SHA status (open/closed). 

To be added, contact Jill Fleiger at: 
Jillian.Fleiger@FDACS.gov



Survey and Marking

Water column leases must obtain U.S. Coast Guard 
Private Aid to Navigation Permit and install/maintain 
prescribed warning signs and lights.

Two prints of a survey, which shall constitute the field 
survey, shall be submitted subsequent to final approval 
of the application but prior to issuance of the lease.



Lease Rental Fees
Water Column leases-$33.46/acre or fraction 

thereof.
Plus $10.00/acre or fraction thereof surcharge. 

Paid annually-due prior to lease execution and 
January 1 thereafter.

Total annual rent for a 1.5-acre water column 
lease is $86.92.



Aquaculture Certificate of Registration

• Aquaculturists, their farms, and products 
recognized as an agricultural commodity 
through Aquaculture Certificate of 
Registration

• Required to sell aquaculture products
• Complete Shellfish Harvester Education 

Training annually
• Annual certification, expires on June 30th

of each year, $100 fee
• Match the lease title. 



Annual Audits
• Annual Audits due in March.

• Audits must document effective cultivation.

• Audits request basic information including:
- amount of seed/stock purchased and planted
- copies of seed/stock receipts
- amount harvested



Best Management Practices
• Only native species can be stocked. 
• Prohibited to stock oysters from Atlantic Coast in Florida 

Gulf Coast waters.
• An Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection and 

diagnostic results must be sent to the division prior to out 
of state shellfish entering Florida.

• Oyster seed from out of state source must use Florida 
broodstock in genetic selection program.

• Out of State Source -Triploid seed derived from a 
tetraploid crossed with a diploid oyster require the use of 
broodstock from the Gulf of Mexico.



Lease Agreement Terms and Conditions

• Lease cannot be assigned, transferred or subleased for 
five years. Must be approved by Board of Trustees.

• Perform effective cultivation.

• Maintain lease markers and marine lanterns.

• Maintain an Aquaculture Certificate of Registration.

• Pay lease rental fees annually. Due January 1st

• Maintain current address and contact information.



Docks
• If over state owned submerged lands, must have authorization to conduct 

commercial aquaculture.
• Letter of Consent- for docks under 2,000 square feet.
• Lease- Docks over 2,000 square feet.
253.74 Penalties.—(1) A person who conducts aquaculture activities in 
excess of those authorized by the board or who conducts such activities on 
state-owned submerged lands without having previously obtained an 
authorization from the board commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, is subject to a civil fine in the Class I 
category pursuant to s. 570.971, or both. In addition to such fine and 
imprisonment, all works, improvements, and animal and plant life involved in 
the project may be forfeited to the state.
(2) Any person who is found by the department to have violated the 
provisions of chapter 403 or chapter 597 shall be subject to having his or her 
lease of state-owned submerged lands canceled.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.082.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0500-0599/0570/Sections/0570.971.html


Lease Title 

Must be 18 to apply

Complete entire page





Describe gear to be deployed.

Cultivation must be at least 
70,000 oysters planted per 
acre per year.

Shellfish must be sold to a 
certified shellfish processor.

Provide a description of your 
proposed gear. You will also be 
required to submit a picture of 
the gear.



Please detail how you 
plan to mark your 
gear.

Please check the first 
4 boxes and sign and 
date the application.



Please detail how you plan to deploy gear on the lease site.



Please provide a picture or sketch of the gear you plan to deploy on the lease site.



• FDACS will accept lease applications from March 6, 2020
through March 20, 2020. Do not send the lease application fee
at this time.

• Applications received outside of the application window will be
returned.

• A person may apply as an individual or as business entity but not
as both. Only one application per person or per business entity
will be accepted.

Application Window



Preference will be given to:
• Applicants that are Franklin County residents.
• Applicants that have attended a pre-application meeting (which will

be held in Franklin County to provide an overview of the
aquaculture leasing process and requirements).

• Applicants that have not previously held a 10-year renewable
submerged land aquaculture lease.

• Applicants that have held a Saltwater Products License (SPL) for at
least three of the last five years.

• Applicants that have held an Apalachicola Bay Oyster Harvesting
License (ABOHL) for at least three of the last 10 years.

Preferences



• After March 20, 2020, FDACS will develop a ranked list of applicants using
a random selection number and preferences.

• The 38 highest ranked applicants will be notified and allowed 15 days to
provide the $200 application fee.

• Failure to timely submit the application fee will result in disqualification
from the process. The next highest ranked applicant will be notified and
allowed 15 days to furnish the application fee.

• Upon receipt of the application fees for all 38 parcels, FDACS will conduct
an open meeting where the applicants, in rank order, will select lease parcels.
You must be present at the meeting to select your parcel.

Parcel Selection



For more information contact:
Portia Sapp

Division of Aquaculture
(850) 617-7622

Portia.Sapp@FDACS.gov



Annual Audits
• Annual Audits due in March.

• Audits must document effective cultivation.

• Audits request basic information including:
- amount of seed/stock purchased and planted
- copies of seed/stock receipts
- amount harvested



Best Management Practices
• Only native species can be stocked. 
• Prohibited to stock oysters from Atlantic Coast in Florida 

Gulf Coast waters.
• An Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection and 

diagnostic results must be sent to the division prior to out 
of state shellfish entering Florida.

• Oyster seed from out of state source must use Florida 
broodstock in genetic selection program.

• Out of State Source -Triploid seed derived from a 
tetraploid crossed with a diploid oyster require the use of 
broodstock from the Gulf of Mexico.



Lease Agreement Terms and Conditions

• Lease cannot be assigned, transferred or subleased for 
five years. Must be approved by Board of Trustees.

• Perform effective cultivation.

• Maintain lease markers and marine lanterns.

• Maintain an Aquaculture Certificate of Registration.

• Pay lease rental fees annually. Due January 1st

• Maintain current address and contact information.



Docks
• If over state owned submerged lands, must have authorization to conduct 

commercial aquaculture.
• Letter of Consent- for docks under 2,000 square feet.
• Lease- Docks over 2,000 square feet.
253.74 Penalties.—(1) A person who conducts aquaculture activities in 
excess of those authorized by the board or who conducts such activities on 
state-owned submerged lands without having previously obtained an 
authorization from the board commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, is subject to a civil fine in the Class I 
category pursuant to s. 570.971, or both. In addition to such fine and 
imprisonment, all works, improvements, and animal and plant life involved in 
the project may be forfeited to the state.
(2) Any person who is found by the department to have violated the 
provisions of chapter 403 or chapter 597 shall be subject to having his or her 
lease of state-owned submerged lands canceled.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.082.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0500-0599/0570/Sections/0570.971.html


Lease Title 

Must be 18 to apply

Complete entire page





Describe gear to be deployed.

Cultivation must be at least 
70,000 oysters planted per 
acre per year.

Shellfish must be sold to a 
certified shellfish processor.

Provide a description of your 
proposed gear. You will also be 
required to submit a picture of 
the gear.



Please detail how you 
plan to mark your 
gear.

Please check the first 
4 boxes and sign and 
date the application.



Please detail how you plan to deploy gear on the lease site.



Please provide a picture or sketch of the gear you plan to deploy on the lease site.



• FDACS will accept lease applications from March 6, 2020
through March 20, 2020. Do not send the lease application fee
at this time.

• Applications received outside of the application window will be
returned.

• A person may apply as an individual or as business entity but not
as both. Only one application per person or per business entity
will be accepted.

Application Window



Preference will be given to:
• Applicants that are Franklin County residents.
• Applicants that have attended a pre-application meeting (which will

be held in Franklin County to provide an overview of the
aquaculture leasing process and requirements).

• Applicants that have not previously held a 10-year renewable
submerged land aquaculture lease.

• Applicants that have held a Saltwater Products License (SPL) for at
least three of the last five years.

• Applicants that have held an Apalachicola Bay Oyster Harvesting
License (ABOHL) for at least three of the last 10 years.

Preferences



• After March 20, 2020, FDACS will develop a ranked list of applicants using
a random selection number and preferences.

• The 38 highest ranked applicants will be notified and allowed 15 days to
provide the $200 application fee.

• Failure to timely submit the application fee will result in disqualification
from the process. The next highest ranked applicant will be notified and
allowed 15 days to furnish the application fee.

• Upon receipt of the application fees for all 38 parcels, FDACS will conduct
an open meeting where the applicants, in rank order, will select lease parcels.
You must be present at the meeting to select your parcel.

Parcel Selection



For more information contact:
Portia Sapp

Division of Aquaculture
(850) 617-7622

Portia.Sapp@FDACS.gov
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