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Shellfish Gear - Regulations

 Non-natural materials placed in 
the water or on submerged 
lands shall be anchored to the 
bottom. 

 This includes any protective netting 
used to cover clam bags.



 All culture materials, cover nets, bags 
or other designated markers placed 
on or in the water shall be clean and 
free of pollutants. 

 Including petroleum based products 
such as creosote, oils and greases or 
other pollutants. 

 Compounds used as preservatives must 
be used in accordance with the 
product label. 
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 Bags, cover nets, and/or trays used in 
the culture operation shall be removed 
form the water during all mechanical 
cleaning, maintenance and repair 
operations. 

 During harvest, culture bags and cover 
nets shall be rinsed/cleaned over the 
grow-out area to allow sediments to 
remain in the lease area. 

 Mechanical or hydraulic devices shall not 
be used below the water for the cleaning 
of the submerged structures. 

 Use hand tools for cleaning shellfish, bags 
and other structures in the water. 
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 The aquaculturist is responsible for the 
collection and proper disposal of all 
bags, cover netting or other materials 
used in the culture of shellfish on 
submerged lands or when such materials 
are removed during maintenance or 
harvesting or become dislodged during 
storm events. 

 The aquaculturist must remove all works, 
equipment, structures and 
improvements from sovereign 
submerged lands within 60 days 
following the date of expiration or 
termination of the lease. 
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 The leaseholder’s identification 
information shall be attached to 
all floating or off-bottom culturing 
structures. 

 In the events that floating or off-bottom 
culturing structures become dislodged from 
the lease site, it is the leaseholder’s 
responsibility to retrieve the structures form 
the shoreline, seagrass beds, or submerged 
bottom with minimal damage to the 
resources affected.

 The structures shall be removed and properly 
disposed of or returned to the lease site. 
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Monitoring Shellfish Lease Areas

 FDACS conducts 

routine surveys in 

aquaculture use 

zones.

 Recently 

incorporated  

post-hurricane 

debris assessments 
into monitoring 

program.
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Industry Cleanups 

and Disposal Points

Cedar Key Aquaculture 

Association hosts annual 

cleanup event for 10+ 

yrs. 

~90,000 lbs. removed in 

Sept. 2018 event.

 Post-hurricane cleanups. 

 Disposal dumpsters very 

successful in Cedar Key.



NOAA Marine 

Debris Program
 Funding being provided 

for aquaculture debris 

dumpsters.

 ~$50,000

 2 years

 Where would dumpsters 

be most effective? 

 Alligator Harbor?

 Rock Landing? 



Questions? 
Charlie.Culpepper@FreshFromFlorida.com


