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: gver 180 harvesters participated

: |_Orz:e—lacre parcels identified for leases

s al government opposed leases
Technology fransfer problems

« Other sociopolitical conflicts

new hope or hopeless?
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» 4-H school enrichment project, Suwannee, 1990-1
« State funds obtained by Senator Kirkpatrick

 Local 4-H leaders: Sue Colson, Carol Strobach,
Pam Colson

David Vaughan, HBOI;
Sue Colson, 4-H leader



Battle lines drawn on gulf leasing

By MITCH STACY
Sun staff writer

HORSESHOE BEACH — Depending or
whom you talk to in Dixie County’s coasta
communities, the state Department of Natura
Resources’ submerged lands leasing progran
is both a godsend and a curse.

Realizing the importance of developing
aquaculture in the state, the DNR last yea:
lifted an eight-year moratorium and alterec
and tightened the state administrative cod¢
that regulates leasing by private citizens o
state-controlled submerged lands off Florida”
coastline.

The policy allows people to lease up to five
acres for clam production or up to 10 acres fo:
oysters and grow the shellfish on that bottonr |
land for at least 10 years. . p

But opponents in Dixie County — primarily g
g bl aorn SO g ll o e e
oyster harvesters — don't like the idea of plac . E
ing restrictions on what hes always been publi Suwannee QOyster Association
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Russ and Sue Colson are oyster barvesters in Suwannee Town. Sue is president said Debbl
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Oyster Industrv Hit Hard With FDA Ban

xie and Levy Countys
has been hit with yet
0 years or longer if no '
is Ak‘nloclc‘numhL walers i
The United States Food and Drug Administration
(F.D:A.) along with s1ate agencies announced the ban last
week ;nm( iLwould go into effect on August 31, Jjust one
day before the new season was (0 begin, Just last year,
oysterers were faced with bans after officials discovered
hIL_ er than acceptable levels of bacteria (salmonella) in
waters 1n the same area.  Another bacteria called vibrio
vulnificus has lfﬂuq s concerned due to its high mortality
rate of about
Suare SLna(\r George Kirkpatrick, upon receiving
the news, immediately called for 3 meetin 1g at Old Town
Elementary Schuol held last Tuesday moming. Calling it a

“The only newspaper in Florida that loves Dixle County” Home of the World's 2nd Largest
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r ban, this time for up to
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,Allen Boyd mct with Department of Natural Resources
 officials e_n\%

ystermen at the school 1o hash out what stepd’
akeh 10 alleviaie the oyster contamination whichs

there is potenual
due to improperly
fail r\g Seplic tank sys!
Local of als heard last week from Jer
Suwannee River Water Managem:
L)INU ct that Lhe county has met the pre-gualifying criteria
War a waste-water treatment facility in the m ool
Suwannee. The grant would be funded through Farmers

Heme nistration. A feasibility study regarding the

wasle-water treatment facility is underway under the direction Sen. George Kirkpatrick, standing and Rep. Boyd, seatec for right moderated the

of the SRWMD. County Commissioners are :," the process Dixie-Levy Oysters Meeting last Tuesday at Old Town Elen entary,

of trving 10 et snecial legiclatian nacsed foe o caumon
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Hamng Slckneu»—Davld C. Hell, left, chief of the Florida
Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Mar!ne ;
Resources, Regulation and Development, explains that his
/

agency wanted the oystering waters closed to prevent
sg:(nezs On his right, are State Senator George Kirkpatrick
and State Representative Allen Boyd who arranged the
meeting. More than 100 oystermen and women aftended.

Dixje oyster beds
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Seekbing solutions on a local level. . .

« Advocated to conduct another retraining program for Levy and Dixie Counties
« Secured funding through petitioning local legislative delegation
* Worked with County Commissions to support leasing through resolutions

Farming clams may be an answer
for some Florida watermen

Nena and Doug Calvert have operated an
oyster and clamming company since 1981.
Today, 80% of their business is raising
clams on leased bottom. Culturing begins
by placing seed clams in stiff, small-mesh
bags (center) and later transfering them
to softer “grow bags.” When the clams
rcach steamer size — 1" to 1-1/8"—
they're ready for market, as the
Calverts show at right. :

42 NATIONAL FISHERMAN ArgiL 1995

Nena Calvert, Cedar Key Clams and Oysters, sixth generation Cedar Key native
Started first clam farming business with husband on father’s shellfish cultch lease, 1990



OYSTER\CLAM enu :
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Marjorie Davis, Administrator,
Levy County Commission,
Cedar Key, 1991-3



Leslie Sturmer,
HBOI Project
Manager

s - z \ i\. - s -
Project OCEAN staff including local employees
and Nena Calvert as the community liaison

Sample of soft bag made of flexible polyester mesh to grow the hard clam. Left to
right: Everett Quesenberry, Ray Young, and Leslie Sturmer, Manager Project
OCEAN at Cedar Key, Florida.

#

Ot To Work--Project Ocean stafl member Carol Perry of Suwannee goes to work on a H
pontoon boat. In the background Is the scenic waleriront of Cedar Key. The grow-out area is U e o So n, vlsory

nol far away.

committee chair



“Hands-on" training in
clam and oyster land-
based nursery and
growout culture

Infroduction to
depuration methods

Classroom curriculum

Development of
business plans,
lease applications
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137 oyster harvesters and
seafood workers in Levy and
Dixie Counties receive
cerfificate of completion, :
December 1993 | =

Marjorie Davis, LCBCC; Sue Colson, OCEAN Advisory Committee Chair:
Nena Calvert OCEAN community liaison; Leslie Sturmer, Project Manager
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Aguacultane leases
eotablioted!

Graduates receive two 2-acre
lease parcels

Levy County served as conceptual
applicant during permitting process

Concept of high-density lease area i
developed e rneyAe |
Aguacui‘ture Lease Sites
948 acres of state-owned
submerged lands identfified,

surveyed and marked in Levy and
Dixie Counties

First aquaculture leases located on
west coast of Florida

Lease application and process
established

|| Codar Key SHA




« Statewide ban on gill and
entanglement nets (1994)

« Hundreds of net fishers affected

- 80¢ Cedar Ke |

BEACON

Gem Of The Nature Coast Since 1984
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From Fishing |

FARMING

Displaced Florida
fishermen pin hopes
on raising clams.

By Hoyt Childers

g Project WA.V.E. Holds Graduation

" . "i‘ ;; ’ >
The WAVE graduates were all smiles last Friday night after
graduating from the 11 months long program.
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FUNDED BY:
JOB TRAINING PARTNERSHIP ACT

TRAINING BY:
HRRBOR BRANCK OCEANOGRAPHIC INSTITUTION

; IN COOPERATION WITH:
BOARDS OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LEVY AND DIXIE COUNTIES

WITHLACOOCHEE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY =
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
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* Reftrained another 100 fishers in four-
county service area (Taylor, Dixie,
Levy, Citrus Counties)

* Led the way to two other community-
based projects — SW Florida (Project
CLAM) and Volusia County (Oak Hill)




“And so we turned to the only thing we

could — clam farming.”

Harriet Smith, Project graduate

all these adventures ended with the ban on gill nets. I stood at the fish hou:
1st basket of mullet was hauled up and tried, like the men around me, not t

And so we turned to the only thing we could - clam farming.

rough a job training program, we were trained and each leased four acres «
merged land to grow clams.

15 extremely difficult and without any money, almost impossible to go forw
business. We inched forward, however, some of us taking on partners in si
would later tum bad. Others, like me, determined to go it alone. The work «
ounting and measuring baby clams - each about 10 mm across - into a nyla
that was usually 4” x 4’or 3" x 4°. Then, the bags were planted on the bottor
bmerged land leased from the State of Florida. The area where we were gr
s was about 1/4 mile from Cedar Key. The bags were staked down in rows,
ting corn. The only difference was: you couldn’t see anything -- except, of ¢
> dead of winter when the water is clear and everyone worried about havin
m bags stolen because they were so easy to see. I called it “farming by Brai
» vou could only feel with vour feet and vour hands what was going on. Af
ecar or 15 months, you would pull that bag out of the mud, put it on your b
it to shore, put it in your truck and take it to a clam buyer. Of course, you
1arvest one bag - anywhere from 5 to 50 bags would be brought in at a time
r, they were heavy - heavy with sand and mud and heavy with clams. I woi

clam lease - usually by myself - for several years until I finally realized th

I could no longer work on the water.
It was physically too difficult.

“I worked the clam lease for several years — usually by

myself - until | realized | could no longer work on the
water. It was physically too difficult.”




* >150 certified growers
* Supports >500 jobs

* Ancillary businesses

— Seed suppliers, gear
suppliers, wholesalers,
boat builders

* 105M clam production, 2021
— >90% of state's production
* Economic impact of $34M
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Sue @olson. .. [~

Continued leadership-Water quality odvocofe-Educoﬁ“
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N . CKAA General Membership
Meeting, 2009
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The Way We Worked educational display, 2015

 Clamalot Clams, 1994-2008

« Charter board of director, Cedar Key
Aquaculture Association, 2000-2020

« Commissioner & vice mayor,
City of Cedar Key, 2003-present




Leslie Sturmer. . .

e Cedar Key Everlasting event, 2012

« Shellfish aguaculture extension
agent, 1997-present
« Board of director, Florida

Aquaculture Association, SO
3 \ Florida Sheliflsh Aquaculture /’
1991-present

« East Coast Shellfish Growers
Associatfion, charter member
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Carla Enmel... |l

Bag manufacturer - Fabric supplier (e gt

» Seventh generation Cedar Keyan
« Manufacturer of clam bags since 1997
» Regional suppler of polyester mesh fabric

Y. i I s LA N D
): | BAGS

Est. 1997




Serving clams at Cedar Key
Seafood Festivals

Clamerica Celebration, 2007 Cedar Key Everloshng 2012

» Established clam growout/wholesale
GrAarhey business with husband, 2001

« Serves as chair of Cedar Key
Aquaculture Association, 2012-present

* Involved in many local events

Aquaculture promoting clams and industry
Association




Linda Seqfert. ..

Community involvement —
Industry promoter

Clam shucking demo, Romancing the Clam,
Clamerica Celebration, 2010 Savannah, 2009

« Established clam business in 1998

» Contributes to festivals, promotional
events, special occasions

JSHOALS

ED CLAMS"” W In
IST. 1998 | With Congresswomen Ginny Brown-Waite, 200




Greteten Stone Relly. . .

The next generation — Industry leadership

T T N R N A AT A T e A T W e WY

« From corn farming in Kansas to
clam farming in Cedar Key, 2018

« Committee member, Natfional
Aquaculture Association (NAA)

« Executive director, Florida Shellfish
Aquaculture Association, 2021- presen’r

With Paul Zajicek, NAA exeuﬁve director
Coastal Cleanup, 2019




Sarat Solane Stetes. ..

Second generation clam farmer

> « Second generation clam farmer
Wn‘h Cedar Key High School SALT class « With brothers now operate father’s
business established in 1995

 Future Farmers of America member

N T, F 7 o « Board of director, Florida Aquaculture
i1 IS Association, 2020-present
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